
n  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2021 n  VOLUME 54 • ISSUE 25

98% OF OUR NEWS YOU WON’T FIND IN ANY OTHER NEWS MEDIA IN ARIZONA  n  REACHING 100,000 WEEKLY READERS  n  WE RECORD BLACK HISTORY

n  USPS 051-770  n  AZINFORMANT.COM  n  50¢

2020

By Dr. Bob Sherman
Ambassador Joseph N. Boakai, 

Sr., former vice president of the Re-
public of Liberia, will make a return 
visit to Phoenix starting Nov. 14. 
This will be his third visit to Ari-
zona more than any other African 
leader in recent history. 

During his last trip in October 
2016, he cosigned nearly 20 memo-
randums of understanding (MOUs) 
with universities, high schools, 
medical facilities,  private-sector 
entities and visited with political, 
religious, community and business 
leaders. 

Fundamentally, he is returning 
to provide progress reports on the 
MOUs signed, thank Arizonians for 
their support and advocate for con-
tinuing engagements.

Ambassador Boakai strongly 
feels that as Liberia develops and 
implements strategies that would 
accelerate the depth and pace of 
its socio-economic development 
agenda, it need not “reinvent the 
wheel.” Rather the country works 
to adopt best practices from Arizona 
in the areas of healthcare delivery, 
education, public transportation, 
community policing, parks and 
recreation, environmental services, 
public safety, sanitation, renewable 
energy, and many others. 

Like his previous trips, a robust 
agenda is being planned for him to 
engage with key leaders this time 
around. 
Dr Bob Sherman is president emeri-
tus of the Liberian Association of  
Arizona.
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“Today’s headlines and history’s judgment
are rarely the same.” – Condoleezza Rice, the

first Black woman to serve as the United States’ National 
Security Adviser and the first Black woman as the U.S. 

Secretary of State (2005-2009), is born in Birmingham, Ala.
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Poor and low-income people ac-
counted for more than a third of 
all voters overall in the 2020 pres-
idential election, and their turnout 
was especially strong in tight battle-
ground states, according to a study 
that the Poor People’s Campaign: 
A National Call for Moral Revival 
released in October. 

The study, titled “Waking the 
Sleeping Giant: Low-Income Voters 
and the 2020 Elections” also shows 
that of the 168 million people who 
voted in 2020, 59 million -- 35 per-
cent -- were poor or low-income, 
meaning they have an estimated an-
nual income of less than $50,000. 
The 2020 presidential elections saw 
the highest voter turnout in U.S. 
election history, including among 
low-income voters. 

“This cuts against common 
misperceptions that poor and 
low-income people are apathetic 
about politics or inconsequential to 
electoral outcomes,” the executive 
summary of the study reads. 

Ahead of the 2020 vote, the 
PPC:NCMR launched a nonparti-
san voter outreach drive across 16 
states, targeting urban and rural ar-
eas. The action reached more than 
2.1 million voters, the vast majority 
of whom were eligible low-income 
voters.

Low-income voters who were 
contacted by PPC:NCMR had a 
higher turnout rate than similar-
ly positioned voters who were not 
contacted in those same states. 

“The drive had a statistically sig-
nificant impact in drawing eligible 

low-income voters  into the active 
voting electorate, showing that in-
tentional efforts to engage low-in-
come voters – around an agenda 
that includes living wages, health 
care, strong anti-poverty programs, 
voting rights and policies that ful-
ly address injustices of systemic  
racism, poverty, ecological devas-
tation and the war economy – can 
be effective across state borders and 
racial lines,” the report says. 

For example in Georgia, which 
Joe Biden carried, marking the first 
presidential victory for a Democrat 
in that state since 1992, PPC:NC-
MR’s voter outreach helped bring 
over 39,000 non-voters from 2016 
into the 2020 elections. Those vot-
ers accounted for more than three  
                       continued on page 2

Not Reinventing The Wheel
Ambassador Of 
Liberia Returns 

50
O U R  5 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y :  1 9 7 1 - 2 0 2 1                     C E L E B R A T I N G  1 9 3  Y E A R S  O F  T H E  B L A C K  P R E S S

Targets: Black 
Motorists

Westbrooks In 
FSU Hall Of Fame

Waking The Giant

33Keeping Access
To Healthcare 77 1010New Home For

Humane Society

BlackFacts – a one-stop resource 
to learn about the brilliant heritage 
of Black people – is ‘protecting the 
future of Black History’ using tech-
nologies that are conceived, coded, 
controlled and owned 100 percent 
by Black technologists.

Created in 1997 by Ken Grand-
erson & Dale Dowdie, BlackFacts.
com provides facts about African 
Americans online. The company 

creates diversity tech solutions for 
schools and diversity-friendly com-
panies that play its 400-plus Black 
history videos including daily events 
in Black history on their web sites, 
with more than 400,000 searchable 
Black history and news articles.

The founders are raising capital 
to expand and bring more features 
to the site. Learn more by visiting 
fundblackfounders.com/blackfacts.

Tenessee State University visits the Valley to award full-ride scholarships to Arizona 
students. See story on page 14.

BlackFacts Campaign


