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The City of Chandler will be 
the first city in Arizona to test 
blockchain technology that would 
demonstrate to residents what vot-
ing using a mobile device could 
look like.  

Starting Wednesday, Nov. 9, 
Chandler residents may participate 
in the pilot program by download-
ing the voting app, verifying their 
identity, and casting a vote. The 
pilot program is a test and does not 
have any effect on the outcome of 
an actual election. 

Additionally, Chandler residents 
13 years and older are invited to 
participate in this pilot program to 
experience how mobile voting us-
ing blockchain technology to cast a 
ballot could be done in the future. 
Chandler residents will have until 
Nov. 30 to cast their mobile vote. 

“Chandler is known as a Com-
munity of Innovation and we take 
pride in embracing new technolo-
gy,” said Vice Mayor Mark Stewart. 
“Using blockchain technology can 
be a secure and convenient way for 
residents to vote in elections. I’m 
thrilled our City is piloting this ini-
tiative, which could allow for even 
more civic participation.”

Voting in this pilot program is 
simple and requires residents to 
download “Voatz”, a free app avail-

able from the Apple Store or Google 
Play on their smartphone, as well as 
government-issued photo ID. To 
sign up for the app, voters must 
have a valid email address and mo-
bile number. Once the Voatz app is 
downloaded, residents must follow 
the prompts, enter their required 
information, including take a “live 
selfie” to ensure it matches the gov-
ernment-issued photo ID. 

Interested Chandler participants 
ages 13-17 will need to complete 
an online registration with their 
name, address and birth year. This 
is required as they are not registered 
to vote in the State of Arizona. By 
completing the registration, they 
will be given access to the Chandler 
ballot on the Voatz app.   

Residents also have the option to 
cast their mobile vote in-person at 
Chandler City Hall. Staff from the 
City Clerk’s Office will be available 
to assist residents during the voting 
period from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday. Chandler residents may 
use their own device or the tablets 
available inside the City Clerk’s 
Office. 

Once mobile votes are cast 
through the Voatz app, they will be 
tabulated onsite at Chandler City 
Hall on Dec. 1. Residents may view  
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“African in origin and American in birth.” 
– Timothy Thomas Fortune, leading economist in the  
Black community and a long-time adviser to Booker T. 

Washington, starts the Black newspaper New York  
Freeman (which later became the New York Age).
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By Dee Ford Byas
What began as a request for an 

overdue raise has resulted in a re-
cent federal court awarding Talon-
ya Adams more than $2.7 million 
for discriminatory claims involving 
race, sex, and retaliation. 

A staff worker for Senate Demo-
crats, whose professional work prac-
tices served in her favor, Adams was 
awarded the windfall amount on 
Wednesday, Nov. 10, when jurors 
concluded there was an injustice 
done against her. 

“This was probably the most 
stressful time in my life,” said Ad-
ams to the Arizona Informant 

on Monday, Nov. 15, while she 
worked on further research, filing 
exhibits and more. 

Describing herself as a “one-wom-
an show,” with the help of God, her 
mother and her friend, Zarinah Na-
dir, a fellow lawyer who assisted her 
during the trials, Adams detailed 
the more than six-year-ordeal. She 
recounted how she was accused of 
job incompetence, insubordination, 
abandoning her role, and having no 
recourse since she was an “at-will” 
employee and more after she lodged 
a work complaint. 

While noting how “everybody 
is an at-will employee,” prone to 

having their “services no longer 
needed” she explained how workers 
cannot be retaliated against if they 
raise concerns of unlawful practices 
much like that of a whistle-blower.  

“I just never gave up,” said Ad-
ams, 45. “Black people – people of 
color – are treated so unfairly.”

She added how many Blacks are 
without the resources, time, and 
knowledge to fight cases such as 
hers that exist too often than not, 
leaving unjustly fired workers feel-
ing embarrassed, humiliated and 
financially devastated.

“I think it’s so important to fight  
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Senator Sally Gonzales, Talonya Adams 
and Zarinah Nadir.

The City of Tempe added new 
protections to its Anti-Discrimina-
tion Ordinance last week by incor-
porating the CROWN Act into it. 

The CROWN Act, which stands 
for “Creating a Respectful and 
Open World for Natural Hair,” is 
a law that prohibits race-based hair 
discrimination, which includes the 
denial of employment and educa-
tional opportunities because of hair 
texture or protective hairstyles like 
braids, twists or bantu knots. 

“The unanimous Council ap-
proval of the CROWN Act is a tes-
tament that our anti-discrimination 
ordinance is a living, breathing set 
of codes that will continue to ex-
pand and change as we progress as 
a community,” said Tempe Mayor 
Corey Woods. “I’m thankful and  
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